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politicians that the deliberations at the Round Table
Conference on the subject of Defence served to hasten the
foundation of the Military Academy. If this encourage-
ment of Indian military leadership had been given ten
years ago, many difficulties that faced conferences and
committees since would not have appeared so complex;
and racial antagonism and distrust in regard to the military
policy of the British Government in India would not have
embittered Indo-British relations. The admission by the
Defence Sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference
that " the defence of India must to an increasing extent
be the concern of the Indian people, and not of the British
Government alone/' is, let us hope, an indication of a new
orientation of British military policy in India. That policy
should afford convincing proof of the intention of the
Imperial Government to lead India to the goal of the same
autonomy in the matters of Defence as is enjoyed by the
Dominions.
We now turn to another matter over which there has
been a dispute between the Government of India and the
British War Office, viz. the capitation payments. After
the Sepoy Mutiny (1857), when the troops of the East
India Company were brought under the unified control of
the Crown, a capitation rate of £10 per year was fixed for
every British soldier ; but in 1920 the rate stood at £28 los.
Since 1924 India had paid about £1,400,000 per year on this
capitation account; that is the amount of India's contribu-
tion towards the recruiting and training expenses in England
of the British troops and airmen who serve a part of their
time in India.
A tribunal was set up in 1932 to examine this matter
which had, as Sir Samuel Hoare pointed out, " embittered
the relations of the British and Indian Governments." It
was composed of Sir Robert Garran (lately Solicitor-General
in the Commonwealth of Australia) as chairman, Sir Shadi
Lai of the Punjab High Court, and Sir Mahomed Sulaiman
of the Allahabad High Court, representing the Government

